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Warning

This presentation discusses violence, trauma and loss related to 

MMIWG2S+. The content may be distressing for some.
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Introduction to MMIWG2S+

(Missing and Murdered Indigenous women and 

girls and two-spirit people)

Many Indigenous women, girls, and Two-Spirit 

people in Canada have gone missing or been 

murdered at an alarming rate. 

This crisis has been recognized as a national 

emergency, yet it remains unresolved. 

Systemic racism, colonial history, and 

inadequate responses from authorities 

contribute to this ongoing tragedy. Our 

research explores the causes, impacts, and 

potential solutions.



Historical Context and Colonial Roots

The violence against Indigenous women, girls, 

and Two-Spirit people is deeply rooted in colonial 

history. Policies such as the Indian Act, residential 

schools, and forced assimilation disrupted 

Indigenous communities and led to generations of 

trauma. These policies have contributed to the 

marginalization and vulnerability of Indigenous 

people today.



Statistical Overview

Indigenous women in Canada are murdered or go 

missing at six times the national average.

According to the National Inquiry into MMIWG2S+, 

Indigenous women are 12 times more likely to go 

missing or be murdered than non-Indigenous women.

Although they make up only 4% of the female 

population, Indigenous women account for a 

disproportionate number of homicide victims.

Winnipeg has the highest number of missing and 

murdered Indigenous women in Canada.

The RCMP estimates around 1,200 cases of missing 

and murdered Indigenous women since 1980.

Advocacy groups, however, believe the actual number 

is closer to 4,000.

These statistics highlight the severity of the crisis and 

the urgent need for action.



Interview with Brian Gallagher

Brian has worked at Sask Polytech for over 30 years. In 

his current role as an Indigenous student advisor, he 

offers supports to students throughout their journey at 

Sask Polytech.

Brian’s family has been a victim of the MMIWG2S+ 

crisis. He was kind enough to meet SaskFlakes team 

and share his story.

Megan Gallagher (Brian’s daughter), a vibrant 30-year-

old woman, disappeared in Sept 2020 leaving her loved 

ones in anguish & community on edge. 

In Sept 2022, a grim discovery was made along South 

Saskatchewan river: human remains identified as 

Megan’s. This revelation deepened the sorrow but also 

ignited a quest for justice. 

Authorities charged 9 people in connection with 

Megan’s death. Some trials and convictions have been 

done. Another trial commences in Jan 2025 and more 

trials will need to be done beyond that.



Sentencing held in Saskatoon for two accused in Megan Gallagher case

News Clip Link: https://globalnews.ca/video/9521449/sentencing-held-in-saskatoon-

for-two-accused-in-megan-gallagher-case

https://globalnews.ca/video/9521449/sentencing-held-in-saskatoon-for-two-accused-in-megan-gallagher-case


Is it Still Happening? (Winnipeg Landfill)

YES!!! The crisis continues today. 

Winnipeg has one of the highest numbers of 

MMIWG2S+ cases in Canada. 

The discovery of human remains in city landfills has 

drawn national outrage and symbolizes systemic 

failure in how Indigenous lives are treated.

In 2022, the remains of two Indigenous women, 
Morgan Harris and Marcedes Myran, were believed to 
be located in the Prairie Green Landfill, just outside 
Winnipeg.



Law Enforcement Response

According to police resources, it 

revealed challenges in investigating 

MMIWG2S+ cases. Issues such as 

jurisdictional confusion, racial bias, 

and underfunding have hindered 

proper investigations. Many families 

feel that authorities do not take their 

cases seriously, leading to mistrust in 

the justice system.



Government and Policy Responses

The Canadian government has made 

commitments to addressing MMIWG2S+, 

including the 2019 National Inquiry and Calls 

for Justice. 

However, the reports are available for  your 

perusal online. 

So far the implementation has been slow, and 

many Indigenous communities feel that not 

enough is being done. Policy changes and 

increased funding are necessary for meaningful 

progress.



Grassroots and 

Indigenous-Led Initiatives

Indigenous-led movements such 

as the REDress Project, Drag the 

Red, Bear Clan Patrol, Midnight 

Medicine Walk, and the annual 

Women’s Memorial March raise 

awareness and demand justice. 

Community-led search efforts and 

advocacy groups continue to play 

a crucial role in supporting 

affected families and pressuring 

authorities for action.



Media Coverage and Public Awareness

Media plays a powerful role in shaping public opinion. 

Unfortunately, many MMIWG2S+ cases receive little or no 

media attention. When they are covered, bias and stereotypes 

often distort the narrative. Increasing media accountability and 

amplifying Indigenous voices are essential to driving change.



What Does Justice Look Like?

Justice is more than arrests and court 

trials. For many Indigenous families 

and communities, justice includes 

healing, restoration, and respect for 

Indigenous law and sovereignty. 

Listening to affected communities is 

key to developing justice systems that 

serve them.



International Perspectives

Similar patterns of violence exist 

in other countries, such as the 

U.S. and Australia, where 

Indigenous women face high 

rates of violence and 

disappearances. By examining 

these parallels, we can learn from 

international advocacy efforts and 

policy responses.



Whose Voices Are Missing?

Who gets heard—and who 

doesn’t—shapes the response to 

this crisis. 

Many Two-Spirit and LGBTQ+ 

Indigenous voices remain under-

represented in research, policy, 

and media. Inclusion is necessary 

for a complete understanding and 

effective solutions.



Recommendations

Addressing this crisis requires systemic 

change:

· Better law enforcement training and 

accountability

· Increased funding for investigations and 

victim services

· Stronger Indigenous representation in 

decision-making across board

· Community-driven safety initiatives

· Public awareness, education, and media 

reform



Call to Action – What Can YOU Do?

Support Indigenous-led organizations

Learn about colonial history and systemic racism

Share stories and raise awareness

Contact political leaders and demand action

Attend events like:

● Drag the Red

● Bear Clan Patrol

● Midnight Medicine Walk

● Sisters in Spirit

● Native Women’s Association of Canada 

(NWAC)

● Red Dress Day events



SaskFlakes Team Learning

Values

Collaboration, Clear Communication, Time Management

Courage, Empathy, Active Listening, Perseverance 
and Being Supportive

Physical meeting, Accountability and Successful Completion of 
Project 
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Manitoba lays out next steps in landfill search - APTN News more

www.aptnnews.ca

Prairie Green Landfill more

www.recycleaid.co.uk

High-risk' search of Manitoba landfill for remains feasible, says ... 

more

www.cbc.ca

https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/home-page/

National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls – Final Report (2019)

CBC News: "Manitoba commits to search of Prairie Green Landfill
Great for the Prairie Green Landfill case of Morgan Harris and Marcedes 

Myran.

The Guardian: "Canada urged to search landfill for bodies of murdered 
Indigenous women"

Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) https://www.nwac.ca
➤ Source for advocacy efforts, grassroots programs, and national data on 
MMIWG2S+.

Drag the Red Initiative
🔗 https://www.facebook.com/dragthered (Facebook Page)
➤ Community-led action searching the Red River in Winnipeg.

United Nations Report on Indigenous Rights in Canada
🔗 https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2020/12/end-violence-against-
indigenous-women-canada
➤ Supports your point about international cr
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Saskatoon Police 
City of Saskatoon
OPC

Reconciliation

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/youarenotforgotten-indigenous-mmiwg2s-indigenouswomen-justiceformmiwg--816347870018502204/
https://www.nativehope.org/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-mmiw/
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https://thediscourse.ca/nanaimo/in-photos-hundreds-march-to-honour-mmiwg2s-and-bring-justice-for-harms-that-never-ever-should-have-happened
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/artists-list/
https://qalipu.ca/mmiwg2s-national-day-of-awareness-say-their-names-photo-collection/
https://www.instagram.com/kumcc/p/C6mGm8GrZJO/
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https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/home-page/
https://www.nwac.ca
https://www.facebook.com/dragthered
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